
Mientrastanto
(Un Lugar para el arte contemporáneo)

Interrogating the limits of the white-cube by demanding the square as an active public and 
artistic space. Inagurated in June 2003 at Centro Cultural Conde Duque 
http://www.condeduquemadrid.es/ 
Project commisioned by the Arts City Council of Madrid

Mientrastanto aimed at introducing for the first time the North Patio of one of the main 
cultural centers in the city (Conde Duque) as an outdoor site specific space dedicated to art 
projects. The plan was to work in collaboration with a team of architects in order to provide 
of infrastructure to the activities. The Ministerio de Urbanismo (Ministry of Urbanism) that at 
that time was trying to support the work of young architects congratulated the idea and gave 
its entire support. As a counterpart, the initial conceptual project had to adapt to the visions 
and needs of the team in charge of the agenda of the Misistry, that was not to respond to 
the demands of the new space but contrary, to use the new site as an exhibition space for 
temporary architecture. 
So a first step of the project implied the architectural transformation of the Patio

The temporary architecture was called “The Swiss Box” proposed in the context of ARCO fair by Swiss 
team 2bArchitects http://www.2barchitectes.ch/.



The temporary architecture intervention stayed in the Patio for longer than a year and it 
was used in most of the cases as a space dedicated to exhibitions. Once the “Swiss 
Box” was taken down the Patio was never used again as site specific space.

Mientrastanto was the project that inagurated the site in the summer of the year 2003. It 
used the new infraestructure of the patio and tried to surpass its limitations insisting on the 
original driver of the whole project: the recuperation of the Patio as a public space outside 
the gallery, as a squeare where the social and the artistic domain collide more freely and 
where art is able to enrich the social and viceversa.





Maider López (San Sebastian 1975)

 Campo de fútbol

Mientrastanto invited five young national and international artists to develop specific works:

Personaliza tu área de descanso

Tamara Arroyo (Madrid 1972)



Phil Coy (Liverpool 1969)

Mine

Blake & Gray: 
Alex Bowen (London 1976) and Juan Linares (Tarragona 1972)

Ocho horas

Invernadero

Lisa Cheung (Hong Kong 1969)




